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A year of hope amid many changes... 

We are proud to begin our 57th year 

celebrating the uniqueness of our wonderful 

students. The school will be going through 

the reaccreditation process this year. 

Faculty and Staff have been conducting an 

in-depth analysis of our program using the 

National Standards and Benchmarks for 

Effective Catholic Schools.  A Visitation 

Team from Florida Catholic Conference will 

observe the school in early November to validate the report 

and assist with improvements.  

The 2015-16 school year will begin with some changes. We 

welcome Mrs. Amanda Robles as the new teacher of the 

Primary class vacated by newly retired Mrs. Iliana Pino. 

Mrs. Robles has been an aide, an intern and a resource 

teacher at Morning Star School, and we are blessed to 

have such a talented and caring teacher for our Primary 

students. Also, the school principal, formerly Ms. Eileen 

Daly, recently married and has changed her name to Mrs. 

Eileen Odom.  

Legacy Preparatory Academy, a charter school for grades 

5th - 8th , has moved into the vacated Most Holy Redeemer 

School building. Morning Star School staff are still 

working out details for worship, lunch and facility use. We 

welcome our new neighbors and look forward to 

collaborating with their school community. 

The theme for this year is Open the Eyes of My Heart – 

Prayer and Discernment.  Monthly Christ Skills will be 

centered on Habits of Mind, dispositions that are skillfully 

and mindfully used to solve problems. As always, the 

children pray for the needs of the Morning Star School 

community by placing prayer intentions in the classroom 

God-Boxes. Blessings to all this school year. 

Graduates - Go Light Your World 

A wonderful accepting group of 8th graders graduated from Morning Star School in late May. Eighteen students walked together 

at Most Holy Redeemer Catholic Church, ready to “light their world” – the theme for their ceremony.  Mass was celebrated by 

Father Allan Tupa, Most Holy Redeemer Pastor, and Deacon Kevin Dwyer, father of two alumni students, Chris and Mary Jo 

Dwyer. A large class 

with a big heart and 

much respect for one 

another gratefully 

accepted tributes from 

t h e i r  y o u n g e r 

classmates. Students 

from the Class of 2015 

will be attending 

Tampa  Catho l i c , 

Keystone Prep, Sickles 

High School, Gaither 

High School, Focus 

Academy and Center 

Academy in Lutz and 

Riverview. All the best 

to the Class of 2015! 

Mrs. Iliana Pino, Primary Teacher for the 

past 32 years, retired in June. Mrs. Pino im-

pacted the lives of so many children. She was 

the first teacher many students had, and 

what a difference it made for their families. 

Her gentle and caring nature and excellent 

teaching skills helped our youngest students 

feel successful in school for the very first time 

in their lives.  

Mrs. Pino volunteered at Morning Star School while in high 

school as part of the future teachers club at Tampa Catholic 

High School. She completed her internship at Morning Star 

in the Intermediate level. Hired to teach the Primary class 

in 1983, she designed a program that developed young read-

ers, promoted good work habits and, most especially, in-

stilled in her students values like kindness, cooperation and 

faith. In her quiet manner, Mrs. Pino was instrumental in 

healing young hearts and setting these children on a road to 

success. Mrs. Pino will continue to serve at 

Morning Star School as an aide. The Morning 

Star School Community is forever grateful for 

her dedication and service.  Her daughter, Mrs. 

Amanda Robles, takes over as Primary teacher 

this  year…the beacon of light shines on. 

Morning Star’s Brightest Beacon of Hope and Light Retires 

2014-15 Graduates (Left to Right):  Griffin Cristal, Tommy Evans, Sky Vernon, Nicholas McDede, Samantha Wiedrick, Anthony 

Hernandez, Paulina Ruiz, Earnest Alexander, Garrett Snell, Erin Favret, Aaron Paynter, Steven Dykstra, Delaney Zamora, Daniel Moreno-

Rodriguez and Luke Cyman. Not shown: Jesse Salzer, Christopher Garcia and Eric Lowry 

Eileen Odom 

Iliana Pino 



The 28th Annual Tennis Classic was held this past May at the 

Carrollwood Country Club.  Once again, it turned out to be a 

fun 3-day tournament that raised resources for the students 

attending Morning Star School. 

As in previous years, local tennis players joined together to 

help make this year’s Tennis Classic a great event.  Under the 

direction of Alan Williams and Chris Cary, along with the 

support of Nola Smith, Kathi and Tom Wise, Regina Morgan, 

Valerie Reed, Holly and Jim Charles and our always fantastic 

parent volunteers, this doubles tennis tournament was well-

received by our tennis friends who support Morning Star 

School. 

We thank Century Bank of Florida for their longtime support 

as the Major Sponsor of this annual 

event.  The Century Bank team along 

with the tennis players and many other 

financial contributors helped us raise 

$20,000 that will be used to benefit our 

students and the specialized education 

program that they need. 

Thanks to all who worked very hard to make this the most 

successful Tennis Classic to date! 

*** Please mark your calendars for the 29th Annual Morning 

Star School Tennis Classic.  It will take place at Carrollwood 

Country Club beginning the evening of Friday, April 29, 2016 

and will run thru Sunday, May 1, 2016 ***. 
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Spreading the Good News about Morning Star School 

We wish to thank all of the 

Catholic Churches and 

their staff who welcomed 

us as presenters and/or 

participants in activities 

during the past school 

year.  We look forward to 

working with them again 

to help share the good 

news of Morning Star 

School. 

First, we would like to 

thank Fr. Allan Tupa and 

the great group at Most 

Holy Redeemer Church.  

We are always welcome to 

a weekly mass and are 

considered part of the Most 

Holy Redeemer Family.  

The Knights of Columbus for Most Holy Redeemer Church 

(Council 667) continue to grace our school with their time, 

their financial support, and their prayers.  The Grand 

Knight of Council 667, Ron Haebig, joined us toward the 

end of the last school year to present merit scholarships 

provided by the Morning Star School Advisory Board.  At 

left, Ron is presenting the Leadership award to Jade 

Cummings.   

In addition, we would like to thank all of our friends at St. 

Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Espiritu Santo Catholic 

Church, Corpus Christi Catholic Church, St. Mark the 

Evangelist Catholic Church and St. Paul Catholic Church 

for inviting us to provide information and/or speak at their 

masses this past school year.  It was a great way for us to 

meet parents, grandparents and others who need to better 

understand the special services we provide.  We are 

excited that we will be a part of the St. Paul Ministry Fair 

in September. 

What is ahead for our Morning Star Sunday program?  We 

are pleased to announce that Mrs. Jackie Smith, one of our 

parents, is going to head up the Morning Star Sunday 

program during the new school year.  Mrs. Smith and her 

son Max spoke at the Morning Star Sunday event held at 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church.  Mrs. Smith then 

volunteered to help us strengthen the Morning Star 

Sunday program so that more families can learn about us 

and take advantage of the specialized education we 

provide.  If you are interested in helping out with our 

Morning Star Sunday program, please contact Paul Reed 

at preed@morningstartampa.org or 813-935-0232. 

 

Please remember these members of the Morning Star School Family who passed 

away recently.  
 

Nicole Kenneson, mother of Morning Star Student Caleb Pope 

Teri Smith, sister of our IT contractor Scott Hooper and grandmother of our IT contractor Kaleb Kosowski 

Philip Tritchler, Father of Morning Star Alumna Amanda Tritchler 

Mildred Anselmi, longtime Friend of Morning Star School  
 

May God Grant them eternal rest.  

In Memoriam 

Jade Cummings accepting the 

Leadership Award from Grand 

Knight  Ron Haebig of Council 667 

Tennis Players Help Morning Star School 

Like Morning Star School 
Tampa on Facebook 

mailto:preed@morningstartampa.org


Alumni News 

Recent Alumni Visitors:  Andrew Cummings (c/o 2004), Aaron Paynter (c/o 2015), Kyle Paul (c/o 2011), Dustin 

Trowell (c/o 2014), and Kyle Griffey (c/o 2014) 

The Morning Star School Alumni Scholarship provides $1000 to assist with an alumni 

student’s education.  

The 3rd annual Alumni Scholarship for 2015-16 was awarded in September to Kyle Griffey 

(left), Class of 2014. Kyle is currently a sophomore at Clearwater Central Catholic High School. 

He is a recently inducted Eagle Scout who did his project at Morning Star. After high school 

Kyle plans to attend college and aspires to have a career in forestry. 
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This year’s Morning Star 

School Annual Picnic will 

take place on Saturday, 

October 10, 2015 from 11:00 

AM to 2:00 PM at Morning 

Star School. All current and 

former students and their 

families are invited to at-

tend.  

Alumni, please RSVP to 

Morning Star School 813-

935-0232 by Friday, Octo-

ber 2nd. 

Annual Family Picnic 

Morning Star School Alumni Scholarship  

Philip Tritchler with (left to right) Mark Caivano, Joshua 

Saltz, Amanda Tritchler, Shane Fernandez and Carlos 

Ramirez, from the Morning Star School 2000-01 

Yearbook. 

Back in  the late ‘90’s and early 2000’s Philip Tritchler, father of alumna 

Amanda (c/o 2004),  was literally a fixture at Morning Star School.  He 

served on the Parents’ Executive Board as Treasurer.  He was in charge of 

our student Safety Patrols.  He came early every morning to manage drop 

off and stayed late every afternoon to manage pick up. We can still hear his 

voice booming through the megaphone as he called out student names 

whose parents had arrived.  He made sure that all visitors and tardy 

students reported directly to Ms. Freida in the office.  He himself would 

then come into the office and check in with the “Grand Kahuna” (his special 

nickname for Ms. Friedheim, our principal at that time).  Then he would 

stay for a couple of hours to work with Mrs. Candy to  develop the computer 

programs that manage the entry, tracking and reporting of Parent Service 

Hours.   

Philip Tritchler wore many hats:  father, husband, soldier, volunteer, parent 

board member, safety patrol mentor, hall monitor, computer programmer, 

just to name a few.  But we are just glad to have called him our friend. 

Isabel Guzman & Tania Barbre at 

the 2014 picnic 

GoFundMe Campaign for iPads 

Through a “GoFundMe” Campaign 

that was initiated by the Mangieri 

family, we have raised nearly $4,000 

of the $8,200 needed to acquire an 

additional 20 iPads for the students 

and teachers of Morning Star School.   

We have found the iPads to be great assistive 

technology for our students and teachers. 

Please share this link with those who may be willing 

to make a contribution to our cause. 

http://www.gofundme.com/MorningStarTampa 

Thank you to all who have donated! 

Andrew Cummings, (left), (c/o 2004), older brother of student Jade Cummings, is now part 

owner of the Greenville Martial Arts Center in Greenville, South Carolina. Andrew studied 

Tae Kwon-Do for thirteen years.  He earned his 3rd degree Black Belt at the Traditional Tae 

Kwon-Do international camp in Tunisia in 2013.  

Andrew has been teaching Tae Kwon-Do for over ten years. He was formerly the head 

instructor of the Traditional Tae Kwon-Do headquarters here in Tampa for five years. He has 

coached students and won awards at many national tournaments.    

A Fond Farewell to Our Dear Friend Philip Tritchler 

Like Morning Star School 
Tampa on Facebook 

http://www.gofundme.com/MorningStarTampa


31st Annual Morning Star School Golf Classic 

 Fall 2015 Newsletter Page  4 

Please help us provide the resources listed below to help our teachers, students and staff. Where possible, an 

approximate cost for the item(s) requested is noted. Thank you to all who help us obtain these needed resources. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*All Donations designated for “tuition assistance” on the memo line of a check and received by December 31, 2015, 

will be matched 1-to-1 by The Catholic Foundation of St. Petersburg until a total of $5,250 in Matching Funds is 

attained. 

IXL Math Program Annual Subscription Service for the entire school $1,500 per year 

Catholic Foundation Match Grant Program for tuition assistance* See note below 

Laptops and Applications for students and teachers  $550 Each 

(2) Wireless Printers $250 Total 

(1) Television for Classroom $300 

Music Outreach Instructor / Patel Conservatory $7,500 Total 

Full-time Teacher Aides $15,000 Each 

Sponsor a Child’s Education for One Year $11,500 

Garden Tool Shed $1,000  

Garden Soil for Vegetable Boxes - In Kind Bags of Soil or Financial Donation $500 Total 

Faster Internet Service Pd by Parent Group Funds 

Wish List 2015-16 

Well, it is time to get those golf clubs ready and time to 

line up your foursome for the 31st Annual Morning Star 

School Golf Classic.  This year’s event will be held at 

the Tournament Players Club of Tampa Bay (TPC) in 

Lutz on Thursday, October 22, 2015.  Registration 

begins at 10:30 am and the tournament begins with a 

shotgun start at 12:15 pm. 

Our friends at TPC have been hosting our annual Golf 

Classic for many years.  The TPC team does a great job 

of working with our staff and parent volunteers to put 

on a first-class golf tournament.  Golfers who 

participate in this event will receive a goodie bag and be 

treated to a nice lunch before starting the tournament. 

Golfers receive beverages and snacks while on the 

course.  At the end of a great day of golf, they are 

treated to a steak dinner, drinks, awards and prizes.  

If you are interested in signing up to play in the 

tournament and/or interested in being a tournament 

sponsor, please see the enclosed forms in this 

newsletter.  Paul Reed and Barbara Rocktoff are 

available to answer questions you may have about this 

event and may be contacted at Morning Star School 

(813-935-0232). 

Please sign up early!   We had a full field last year and 

want to be sure you are able to join us for a great time.  

With your help, we are improving the lives of some 

terrific youngsters.   

See you in October! 

Like Morning Star School 
Tampa on Facebook 
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MORNING STAR SCHOOL’S 31MORNING STAR SCHOOL’S 31stst  ANNUAL GOLF CLASSICANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC  
TOURNAMENT PLAYERS CLUB OF TAMPA BAY TOURNAMENT PLAYERS CLUB OF TAMPA BAY --  LUTZ, FLLUTZ, FL  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2015THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2015  
12:15 12:15 SHOTGUN STARTSHOTGUN START  

FORMAT 
18 Hole Tournament with individual stroke play using the “Shamble” format that combines elements of a “scramble” with elements of stroke play. In 
the Shamble format, all members of a team tee off and the best ball of the four tee shots is selected.  All players move their balls to the spot of the 

best tee shot.  From this point, the hole is played out at stroke play, with all members of the team playing their own ball into the hole.  
The tournament will also use the “1-2-3” team scoring system.  With this system, the team score reflects the ONE BEST score on every par 5, the 

TWO BEST scores on every par 4 and the THREE BEST scores on every par 3. 
 

First, Second, Third and Fourth place teams will be awarded prizes using the “Shamble” format.                                                                             

Prizes will also be awarded for Individual Men’s Low Gross score and Individual Women’s Low Gross score. 
 

ENTRY FEE 

$175.00 per Player 

$775.00 for a Corporate Team – 4 Players & Corporate Cart Signs & Corporate Hole Sign 
 

ENTRY FEE INCLUDES: 

Green fees, Electric Cart, Tee Gifts, Lunch, Beverages on Course, Awards Dinner & Beverages 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Morning Star School - 813-935-0232 
We estimate that the fair market value of the meals/green fees to be $116.00 per player.  The net amount of donation  

for a charitable contribution for federal income tax purposes is $59.00 per individual player or $311.00 per Corporate Team. 
Other donations are fully deductible as allowed by law. 

 

2015 MORNING STAR SCHOOL GOLF CLASSIC2015 MORNING STAR SCHOOL GOLF CLASSIC  
 

NAME______________________________________________ADDRESS_________________________________________________________ 

CITY____________________STATE_____ZIP CODE__________PHONE________________ e-mail: ___________________________________ 

 

_____ $775 Corporate Team – Team Name ______________________________List players below. 
 

_____ $175 Individual Player – I would like to be placed in a foursome 
 

_____ I will have a foursome listed below: 

 

Name_______________________________________________________________  e-mail:___________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________ City _____________________State_____Zip____________Phone___________________ 

 

Name_______________________________________________________________  e-mail: __________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________ City _____________________State_____Zip____________Phone___________________ 

 

Name_______________________________________________________________  e-mail:___________________________________________  

Address_____________________________________ City _____________________State_____Zip____________Phone___________________ 

 

Name_______________________________________________________________  e-mail:___________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________ City _____________________State_____Zip____________Phone___________________ 

 

Make your tax-deductible check payable to:      MORNING STAR SCHOOL GOLF CLASSIC 
                                                    210 EAST LINEBAUGH AVENUE 

                            TAMPA, FL  33612  



MORNING STAR SCHOOL’S 31MORNING STAR SCHOOL’S 31stst  ANNUAL GOLF CLASSICANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC  
TOURNAMENT PLAYERS CLUB OF TAMPA BAY TOURNAMENT PLAYERS CLUB OF TAMPA BAY --  LUTZ, FLLUTZ, FL  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2015THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2015  
12:15 12:15 SHOTGUN STARTSHOTGUN START  

  
  

____$5000 MAJOR SPONSOR    Name on banner/sponsor board, on player form & 8 player spots  
____$2500 PRIZE SPONSOR                               Name on banner/sponsor board, on player form & 4 player spots 
____$1500 ASSOCIATE SPONSOR                      Name on banner/sponsor board & on player form  
____$775   CORPORATE TEAM                            Name on banner/sponsor board & on player form, 4 player spots   
            and team name on carts and hole sign 
____$650   LUNCH SPONSOR    Name on luncheon table & banner/sponsor board 
____$500   BALL SPONSOR    Name on banner/sponsor board and tee sign 
____$500   PATRON SPONSOR   Name on banner/sponsor board and tee sign 
____$400   BEVERAGE CART SPONSOR  Name on banner/sponsor board & on beverage cart 
____$300   PIN FLAG SPONSOR   Name on Pin Flag (18 Available) 
____$250   STAR SPONSOR    Name on sign at clubhouse registration area 
____$150   PRACTICE TEE/PUTTING GREEN  Name on sign at practice tee or putting green 
____$100   HOLE SPONSOR    Name on sign at tee or green 
____ AUTO/BOAT HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR  Name on banner/sponsor board & hole sign 
____VACATION SPONSOR    Name on banner/sponsor board & hole sign 
____DONATION- CASH OR MERCHANDISE  ($50 value) ___________________________ 
____$175   INDIVIDUAL PLAYER SPOT   Cart, green fees, goodie bag, lunch & awards dinner 

 

**All Donors will be listed on the Morning Star School Website** 

 

SPONSOR/COMPANY NAME _________________________________________________________________ 

SPONSOR/COMPANY CONTACT______________________________________________________________ 

SPONSOR ADDRESS________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY___________________________STATE_____ZIP CODE_____________PHONE_____________________ 

Email_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Morning Star School Student/Parent Name_________________________________________________________ 

CHECK ENCLOSED FOR__________________     GIFT CERTIFICATE ENCLOSED FOR __________________ 

Morning Star School, Tampa, Florida, is a non-profit school for children with learning disabilities, autism and related 
difficulties.  The school has been in operation since 1958.  All proceeds from the tournament will be used for classroom 

equipment, materials and scholarships, thereby benefiting each student at MORNING STAR SCHOOL. 
 

We estimate the fair market value of the meals/green fees to be $116.  The net amount of your donation that is a charitable 
contribution for federal income tax purposes is $59 per individual player or $311 per Corporate Team.  Other donations are 

fully deductible as allowed by law. 
 

Make your tax-deductible check payable to:      MORNING STAR SCHOOL GOLF CLASSIC 
                                                    210 EAST LINEBAUGH AVENUE 

                            TAMPA, FL  33612  
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Friends of Morning Star School 

Over the years, donations by our generous “Friends of Morning Star School” have helped us keep our tuition 

at affordable levels. We would like you to join the ranks of our good “Friends” or continue to be a “Friend”. 

Your generous contribution is greatly appreciated as it allows us to continue providing the wonderful gift of 

learning to our special needs students. 

$1000 Contribution = Gold Star                  

$500 Contribution = Silver Star                  

$250 Contribution = Shining Star 

$100 Contribution = Bronze Star                   

$50 Contribution = Patron 
 

 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
                                        

 Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: ___________________________________________ State: _____Zip: ______________________ 
 

                           E-mail Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

            Amount Enclosed: _______________  

 

     Make your tax-deductible check payable to:      FRIENDS OF MORNING STAR SCHOOL 

                210 EAST LINEBAUGH AVENUE 
                                      TAMPA, FL  33612  

Like Morning Star School 
Tampa on Facebook 

Superstars! 



210 East Linebaugh Ave  

Tampa, FL  33612 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Tampa, FL 

Permit No 3571 

You are invited to have an engraved paver laid in the “Star Walk” that surrounds our Flag Pole area.  You may purchase a 
Red Brick Paver for $50 or a Commemorative “Gold” Paver for $100.  
 

Each brick measures 4x8 inches and will allow up to 3 lines of lettering; each line with 14-15 characters per line.  Spaces 
do not count as characters.    
                

Make your selection:      
 

Enter your text : 

                                                                 

  

              

          

          Name: ________________________________________Home Ph: ____________________Cell Ph:____________________ 

          Address: __________________________________________City: ____________________ State: _____Zip: ____________ 

          Email Address:________________________________________________________ 

 

                    Make your check for $50 or $100 payable to:  MORNING STAR SCHOOL     

                    ATTN:  STAR WALK                                                                                               

                                                             210 EAST LINEBAUGH AVENUE                                                                                     

       TAMPA, FL   33612-7423 

All proceeds benefit Morning Star School - Tampa.  

 

Line 1 _____________________________________________________________ 

Line 2 _____________________________________________________________  

Line 3 _____________________________________________________________ 

 Red ($50)            Gold ($100) 

Morning Star School Star Walk 


