
Memories of Our Loving Teacher Mrs. Gina Rey 

Mrs. Rey loved all of us and showed us in so many ways that she did. This great 

teacher told us stories that made us laugh. She just loved teaching us.    

By:  Oliver G. 

It was when I first met Mrs. Rey that I felt the true form of unrelenting kindness.  At 

first, she was hard on us, and made us be responsible for our work.  When I look 

back, I took that for granted.  But now I would give anything to hear her voice 

again.  I will work hard to retain all that she taught me.   By:  Jack J. 

One of my favorite memories of Mrs. Rey is when 

she was teaching Math.  She would sneak in a joke, 

because she liked us to laugh.  Mrs. Rey loved to 

take selfies with us.  When I think of her I smile.   

By:  Jake F. 

Mrs. Rey was the best teacher I have ever had.  I 

miss the stories she would tell us in class that 

would put a smile on my face.  I wish I could bring 

her back to see how much I have grown up.  I know 

she is watching me from heaven.  I will always love 

her.  I wish she could be here with me every step of 

the way.   By:  Emma A. 

Mrs. Rey was, and still is, my favorite teacher.  

She helped me to learn to like Math.  When I didn’t 

know how to get my SRC book, she showed me.  I 

wish she could have been with me a little longer to 

help me get better prepared for High School.   

By:  Miguel P. 

My good memories of Mrs. Rey are of the scary stories she would tell us.  They 

would spook me out!  I like the pretty jewelry she would wear.  It always made a 

jingling sound.  Also it was fun to watch when she would use her fancy pen that 

made different designs on the smart board.  She made learning fun.  

By:  Maddie L. 

A favorite moment of mine with Mrs. Rey was when we went to Epcot.  We got on 

the Troll ride together and we laughed because it was silly.  Another favorite is 

when we were about to take a selfie and Jack jumped in front of the camera.  He 

had a bottle of Pepsi in his hand which flew up in the air and got both of us 

sprayed with Pepsi.  By:  Yohan F. 

Mrs. Rey was like the sun.  Her rays of light were kindness and compassion.  We take what we have for granted, like 

the sun and Mrs. Rey.  I miss her beautiful sunshine around me.  I am thankful she was my teacher.  By:  Ariely B. 

What I remember about Mrs. Rey was that she 

made everything fun.  When I was struggling with 

something she always helped me.  I like the way 

her bracelets always made a jingling sound when 

she came in the classroom.  It was all good.   

By:  Kiara G. 

My fond memories of Mrs. Rey take me back to my first day at Morning Star.  Mrs. 

Rey walked up to me with a big smile and said, “I am going to be your teacher.”  I 

knew from that moment I would be O.K.  In October for Halloween Mrs. Rey would 

read us scary stories with the classroom lights out.  It was frightening and fun at 

the same time.  Mrs. Rey would always make sure we had what we needed for 

homework each night.  We were learning to be responsible students.  When we 

did math Mrs. Rey would use a creative pen to make the lesson look pretty.  She 

also liked to make us laugh with her stories about her boys.  She had a wicked 

sense of humor and I loved it.   

By:  Estefania A. 
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Class of 2016 – Our Journey 

Congratulations to the class of 2016!  On May 27th, thirteen 

students completed their 8th grade year as they embarked on the 

next leg of their “journey”.  Father Dennis and Deacon Kevin 

celebrated the Mass at Most Holy Redeemer Church.  Readings 

and poems about new life, hope, and the love for their teachers, 

Mr. Smutko, Mr. Reed, Mrs. Grant, Ms. Snyder, and the late Mrs. 

Rey, made the ceremony very special.  After the Mass, the Chris 

Fredo Scholarship for Excellence was awarded to junior high 

student, Demarco McClain.  The graduates plan to attend the 

following schools:  Tampa Catholic, Keystone Prep, Leto High 

School, Focus Academy, Sickles High School, Gaither High School 

and Cristo Rey Tampa.  All the best to the Class of 2016! 

2015-16 Graduates (Front Row):  Maddie Lundquist, Joseph Antonaccio, Jake Filuta, Jackson James, Yohan Ferret, Isabel Guzman; (Back Row):  Gino 

Savarino, Oliver Galvin, Ariely Burgos, Garrett Nalewajek, Omar Campos, Emma Armstrong, Genessis Gomez 

http://www.morningstartampa.org
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In Memoriam 
 

Please remember these members of the Morning Star School Family  

who passed away recently.  
 

Gina Marie Galantino Rey, teacher at Morning Star School 

Melissa Cuesta, alumna of Morning Star School, class of 1993 

WilliamValder, Sr.,  grandfather of alumnus Justin Hero, class of 2003 

Monsignor Laurence E. Higgins, founder and Pastor Emeritus of St. Lawrence Catholic Church 
 

May God Grant them eternal rest. 

Welcome Students, Teachers and Staff! 

Spreading the Good News Continues... 

During the last academic school year, our parents embraced the tradition of 

sharing the good news of Morning Star School with others whose children may 

need our services.  Under the leadership and guidance of Mrs. Jackie Smith, a 

Morning Star School parent, volunteers and staff participated in nine major 

activities that helped inform local families about Morning Star School. 

Mrs. Smith and her “Morning Star Sunday” team spent time with families 

talking about Morning Star School and our education program at our 

information table at St. Paul’s Ministry Fair in September.  We were also 

blessed to be invited to speak or set up tables at eight local Catholic Churches: 

St. Joseph, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Timothy, St. Mark the Evangelist, St. 

Paul, Most Holy Redeemer, St. Lawrence and Our Lady of the Rosary.   

Many thanks to the leadership, staff and parishioners of each of these churches for inviting us in and helping us provide 

important information to families of children who have special needs.  We also thank Mrs. Smith and all of our parents 

and staff who made this year’s Morning Star Sunday program an exciting and important part of our outreach efforts.   

Mrs. Jackie Smith pictured with Mrs. 

Martha Aguiar at the St. Paul Ministry Fair 

Like Morning Star School 
Tampa on Facebook 

GoFundMe Campaign for Mrs. Smutko’s PE Wish List 

The 2016-17 school year began earlier than usual this year on August 10th.  Faculty and Support staff were eager to have 

the children back to brighten our campus with their smiles!  We anticipate a great year as students return in dashing 

new school uniforms.  We welcome new faculty and staff as they become part of our MSS family.  Mrs. Bianca Collins, 

Transition 1 teacher, Mrs. Grace Raffman, Jr. High teacher, Ms. Emily Rocktoff, Special Events/Extended Day and Mrs. 

Kara Lujan, School Counselor.  We invite you to preview our new school website (www.morningstartampa.org) designed 

by Meghan Stovall of RMY Designs.  A new video about the school is available to view on the website.  Mr. Wayne Brown 

of Suncoast Productions created the video entitled “A School of Hope”.  We are grateful for their contributions and 

generosity.  We begin the year with the theme I Will Choose Christ - I Choose to Serve following the example of Mary and 

the Saints.  Blessings to all this year and remember… God is good…all the time!  ….Mrs. Eileen Odom, Principal 

This year’s Morning Star School Annual Picnic will take place on Saturday, October 15, 2016 from 

11:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Morning Star School.  All current and former students and 

their families are invited to attend.  Alumni, please let us know if you are com-

ing and how many family members you are bringing by Friday, October 7th. 

Annual Family Picnic 

Tania & Nah’ema 

enjoying sno-cones at 

last year’s picnic 

Our PE GoFundMe Campaign has reached its goal for Mrs. Smutko’s PE wish list. The changing room lockers were 

installed during the week of July 18th.  We are so happy to say that we can now order all of Mrs. Smutko's PE 

Equipment!  Thank you all for your giving spirit!   

http://www.morningstartampa.org/


Alumni Spotlight on Sky Vernon 

The recipient of the 2016-17 Morning Star School Alumni Scholarship is Elise Gutierrez, class of 

2012.  This scholarship is awarded annually to a graduate of Morning Star who is currently enrolled in 

continuing education.   

Elise (at left)  is enrolled in Erwin Technical College’s Culinary Arts Program.  Her goal is to become a 

pastry chef.  Congratulations, Elise!  We wish you all the best in your future career! 
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Alumni News 

Morning Star School Alumni Scholarship  

Sky Vernon, Class of 2015, went on a very special educational trip in July, 2015. 

As a result of meeting some very challenging academic goals (set by mom and dad), Sky earned the opportunity 

to experience a one-of-a-kind tour to learn more about World War II and the men of Easy Company; the 506th 

Parachute Infantry Regiment upon which the “Band of Brothers” book and miniseries were based.  During her 

junior-high years at Morning Star School, Sky became enthralled 

with World War II history and this group of soldiers. 

While on this 15-day tour, Sky and her parents “Walked in the 

footsteps of the men of Easy Company”, beginning with a visit to 

“Toccoa” in North Georgia – the training ground where the men of 

the 506th began their journey during World War II.  From there, Sky and her parents 

visited various locations in England, France, the Netherlands, Belgium, Austria and 

Germany.  Along the way, tour Historian Chris Anderson helped bring all that Sky 

had read about and seen on TV about the “Band of Brothers” to life.  One of the 

highlights for Sky included visiting the actual foxhole occupied by First Sergeant 

Carwood Lipton during the Battle of the Bulge.  First Sergeant Carwood Lipton was a 

major figure in the “Band of Brothers”.  Another special memory for Sky was 

swimming in Zell am See in Austria – she said it is beautiful. 

Sky and her parents found during their tour through the countryside that many 

people remember and greatly appreciate America and Americans for the sacrifices 

made during the last World War.   

As she was growing up, Sky saw her father parachute many times as a member of the Special Operations Command Parachute 

Demonstration Team.  In fact, the Parachute team once landed in our school’s backfield as part of a demonstration for our 

students. 

So, what does Sky want to do in the future?  She wants to be a Paratrooper.  And, on her 18th Birthday, she will be taking her 

first tandem parachute jump!  We at Morning Star School thank Sky, along with Mr. and Mrs. Vernon, for sharing their unique 

experience with us.  Given Sky’s work ethic, we have no doubt she will be one terrific Paratrooper! 

Like Morning Star School 
Tampa on Facebook 

Sky Vernon 

Sky with Historian Chris Anderson in First 

Sergeant Carwood Lipton’s historic foxhole from 

World War II  

Emily Rocktoff (c/o 2008), earned her Bachelor of Arts in 

Sport Business from Saint Leo University’s College of 

Business in April 2016.  Emily has recently  

joined the Morning Star staff as Special 

Events Assistant and Extended Day 

Director. 
 

At left:  Trey Lupo (MHR c/o 2012), Andrew 

Lavendusky (c/o 2012), Evelio Campos (c/o 

2012), and Sarah Rocktoff (c/o 2012) 

graduated from Tampa Catholic this year.  

 

At right:  Zacary Hernandez (c/o 2012), 

Kennedy Carr (c/o 2012), and Bradlee 

Colombani (c/o 2012) graduated from 

Pepin Academy this year. 



32ndnd Annual Morning Star School Golf Classic 
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Please help us provide the resources listed below to help our teachers, students and staff. Where possible, an 

approximate cost for the item(s) requested is noted. Thank you to all who help us obtain these needed resources.   

 

*All Donations designated for “tuition assistance” on the memo line of a check and received by December 31, 2016, will be 

matched 1-to-1 by The Catholic Foundation of St. Petersburg until a total of $5,250 in Matching Funds is attained. 

Wish List 2016-17  

This year’s Morning Star School Golf Classic will take place 

Thursday, October 27, 2016 at the Tournament Players Club of 

Tampa Bay (TPC) in Lutz.   

We are changing it up this year and will use a Scramble format 

for the Golf Classic. As in previous years, we recommend that 

you mail in your registration early.  On the day of the 

tournament, player registration opens at 10:30 am.  Tournament 

play begins with a shotgun start at 12:15 pm. 

Our friends at TPC have been hosting our annual Golf Classic 

for over 12 years and are working with us to provide you with an 

exceptional golf experience.  The golfers who participate in this year’s event will receive a goodie bag when they 

register, followed by lunch.  Beverages and snacks are provided to players while they enjoy the challenge of the TPC 

course.  Following play, golfers have the opportunity to relax with friends over great food during the awards dinner.  

If you would like to play in this year’s tournament or be a tournament sponsor, please use the golf forms on pages 5 and 

6 of this newsletter.  If you have questions about the Morning Star School Golf Classic, please call us at 813-935-0232 

and ask for Paul Reed or Barbara Rocktoff.   

We value your support of this charity event.   Through your contributions, Morning Star School is able to help children 

with learning challenges become confident, capable youngsters who have the skills they need to succeed in life.   

Like Morning Star School 
Tampa on Facebook 

Resources Needed Total Amount Amount     

Donated  

Donor(s) Amount  

Remaining 

New Science Program - Nancy Larson Science 

Kits, grades 1-4 

Average $2,000 
per grade level 

  $8,000.00 

IXL Math and Language Program Annual Sub-

scription Service for the entire school 

$1,500.00       
per year 

  $1,500.00     
per year 

Playground Mulch $2,000.00 $2,000.00 Parent Group 

Pledged  

$0.00 

(2) Televisions: for a classroom and the Media 

Center 

$300.00        
each 

  $600.00 

Music Outreach Instructor / Patel Conservatory $8,900.00       
per year 

  $8,900.00     
per year 

Garden Tool Shed $1,000.00      $200.00 A parent  $800.00 

Garden Soil for Vegetable Boxes or monetary 

donation for bags of soil 

$500.00  
 

$500.00 

Cara’s Lemonade Stand Tuition Assistance Match $43.38      
Monthly or one     

time 

 
 

$43.38      
Monthly or one 

time 

New sign for front of school Waiting for 

quote 

$2,500.00 A parent Waiting for 

quote 

Catholic Foundation Match Grant Program for 

tuition assistance * 

See note below   
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MORNING STAR SCHOOL’S 32nd ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC 
TOURNAMENT PLAYERS CLUB OF TAMPA BAY 

THURSDAY OCTOBER 27, 2016 
12:15 SHOTGUN START12:15 SHOTGUN START  

 

FORMAT 

This year’s Golf Classic Format will be an 18 Hole Tournament using a “scramble format”.  After teeing off, players will commence play 
from the location of the best shot made by a team member and will do so for the remaining shots of the hole.  There will be one team score 
per hole and one score card will be turned in by each team.  The following rules for this scramble are also in effect:                      
1. Each team will be required to use two (2) drives from each player on their front 9 holes and on their back 9 holes.                              
2. Players 65 years and older can tee off from any color tee blocks unless prizes (closest to pin, hole-in-one, etc.) are available. 
3. The Handicap for the team will be taken into account for scoring purposes. 

First, Second and Third place teams will be awarded prizes using the Scramble Format for Net and Gross team scores.  

ENTRY FEE 
$175.00 per Player 

$775.00 for a Corporate Team – 4 Players & Corporate Cart Signs & Corporate Hole Sign 
 

ENTRY FEE INCLUDES: 
Green fees, Electric Cart, Tee Gifts, Lunch, Beverages on Course, Awards Dinner & Beverages 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Morning Star School (813) 935-0232 
We estimate that the fair market value of the meals/green fees to be $122.00 per player.  The net amount of donation  

for a charitable contribution for federal income tax purposes is $53.00 per individual player or $287.00 per Corporate Team. 
Other donations are fully deductible as allowed by law. 

 
 

2016 MORNING STAR SCHOOL GOLF CLASSIC 
 

        NAME______________________________________________ADDRESS_________________________________________________________ 

        CITY____________________STATE_____ZIP CODE__________PHONE________________ E-mail: ___________________________________ 
 

        _____ $775 Corporate Team – Team Name _______________________________List players below. 
 
 

        _____ $175 Individual Player – I would like to be placed in a foursome. 
 
 

        _____ I will have a foursome listed below: 
 

        Name___________________________________________ Handicap or GHIN #_______  E-mail:______________________________________ 

        Address_____________________________________ City ____________________ State_____ Zip___________ Phone___________________ 

 
 

        Name___________________________________________ Handicap or GHIN #_______  E-mail:______________________________________ 

        Address_____________________________________ City ____________________ State_____ Zip___________ Phone___________________ 

 
 

        Name___________________________________________ Handicap or GHIN #_______  E-mail:______________________________________ 

        Address_____________________________________ City ____________________ State_____ Zip___________ Phone___________________ 

 
 

        Name___________________________________________ Handicap or GHIN #_______  E-mail:______________________________________ 

        Address_____________________________________ City ____________________ State_____ Zip___________ Phone___________________ 
 
 

Make your tax-deductible check payable to:      MORNING STAR SCHOOL GOLF CLASSIC 
                                                                 Mail to:      210 E. LINEBAUGH AVE., TAMPA, FL 33612 

                            



MORNING STAR SCHOOL’S 32nd ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC 
TOURNAMENT PLAYERS CLUB OF TAMPA BAY - LUTZ, FL 

Thursday October 27, 2016 
 
  

____$5000 MAJOR SPONSOR    Name on Sponsor Board & on Player Form plus 8 Player Spots  
       with team name on (4) carts and on (2) Hole Signs 

____$2500 DINNER SPONSOR                               Name on Sponsor Board/Dinner Area & on Player Form. 4 player spots 
with team name on (2) carts and on a Hole Sign 

____$1500 ASSOCIATE SPONSOR                      Name on Sponsor Board, on Player Form and on a Hole Sign 

____$775   CORPORATE TEAM                            Name on Sponsor Board & on Player Form plus 4 player spots   
       with team name on (2) carts and a Hole Sign 

____$650   LUNCH SPONSOR    Name on Sponsor Board, in Luncheon Area & on Player Form 

____$500   BALL SPONSOR    Name on Sponsor Board on a Sign at Practice Tee 

____$500   PATRON SPONSOR    Name on Sponsor Board and on a Patron Sponsor Tee Sign 

____$400   BEVERAGE CART SPONSOR   Name on Sponsor Board & on Beverage Carts 

____$350   HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR   Name on Sponsor Board & on a Hole Sign 

____$300   “LIVE HOLE” SPONSOR (3 Available)  Company provides Activity/Tent/Signage at Designated Hole 

____$250   STAR SPONSOR    Name on sign at Clubhouse Registration area 

____$150   PRACTICE TEE/PUTTING GREEN  Name on sign at Practice Tee or Putting Green 

____$100   HOLE SPONSOR    Name on sign at Tee or Green 

____VACATION SPONSOR    Name on Sponsor Board & on a Hole Sign 

____DONATION- CASH OR MDSE (Value $25+)  $_____________ Name on Sponsor List and/or raffle/auction list 

____$175   INDIVIDUAL PLAYER SPOT   Includes Cart, green fees, goodie bag, lunch & awards dinner 
 

**All Donors will be listed on the Morning Star School Website** 
 

MORNING STAR SCHOOL’S 32nd ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC 
 

SPONSOR/COMPANY NAME ________________________________________________________________________________ 

SPONSOR/COMPANY CONTACT_____________________________________________________________________________ 

SPONSOR ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY______________________________STATE______ZIP CODE_________________PHONE___________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MORNING STAR SCHOOL STUDENT / PARENT NAME___________________________________________________________ 

CHECK ENCLOSED FOR $_________________      VALUE OF GIFT CERTIFICATE(S) / MDSE  DONATED  $_______________ 

 

Morning Star School, Tampa, Florida, is a non-profit school for children with learning disabilities, autism and related difficulties.  The school 
has been in operation since 1958.  All proceeds from the tournament will be used for classroom equipment, materials and scholarships, 
thereby benefiting each student at MORNING STAR SCHOOL. 

 
We estimate the fair market value of the meals/green fees to be $122.00.  The net amount of your donation that is a charitable contribution 
for federal income tax purposes is $53.00 per individual player or $287.00 per Corporate Team.  Other donations are fully deductible as 
allowed by law. 

 
 

Make checks payable to:    MORNING STAR SCHOOL GOLF CLASSIC 
Mail to:           210 E. LINEBAUGH AVE. 
    TAMPA, FL  33612 
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Friends of Morning Star School 

Over the years, donations by our generous “Friends of Morning Star School” have helped us keep our tuition at af-

fordable levels. We would like you to join the ranks of our good “Friends” or continue to be a “Friend”. Your gener-

ous contribution is greatly appreciated as it allows us to continue providing the wonderful gift of learning to our 

special needs students. 

 

$1000 Contribution = Gold Star                  

$500 Contribution = Silver Star                  

$250 Contribution = Shining Star 

$100 Contribution = Bronze Star                   

$50 Contribution = Patron 
 

 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
                                        

 Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 City: ___________________________________________ State: _______Zip: ____________________ 
 

                                  E-mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________  

  

                  Amount Enclosed: _______________  

 

     Make your tax-deductible check payable to:      FRIENDS OF MORNING STAR SCHOOL 

     Mail to:       210 E LINEBAUGH AVE 
                                      TAMPA, FL  33612  

Like Morning Star School 
Tampa on Facebook 

Tennis Players Serve Up Aces & Donations 

We thank the 115 tennis players who participated 

in the 29th Morning Star School Tennis Classic.  

While serving up aces and making some 

remarkable shots during the 3-day tournament, 

the tennis players made significant in-kind and 

financial contributions to this year’s event and 

contributed their time as volunteers.  

The Tennis Classic was held from April 29th 

through May 1st at Carrollwood Country Club.  

Thanks to Chris, Todd and the team at CCC, the 

courts were in great shape and the food was 

enjoyed by all.  Alan Williams once again did his 

magic - scheduling this year’s tournament of 115 

players participating in 136 different doubles events and making sure it ran smoothly.     

We extend our sincere appreciation to our Major Sponsor, Century Bank of Florida, and to our long list of valued 

sponsors.  With the combined support of tennis players and sponsors, the 29th Annual Tennis Classic raised almost 

$18,000; critical funds that are being used to benefit the children and teachers of Morning Star School. 

As in previous years, we wish to thank a group of tennis players (past and present) who went out of their way to help us 

with the tournament.  In particular we wish to thank Nola Smith, Kathy and Tom Wise, Vicki McGill, Ivy Peterson, Gina 

Morgan, Valerie Reed, and the Charles Team (Holly and Jim) for their assistance.   

And, we cannot say enough about the wonderful parents who worked very hard to make sure that the tennis players 

enjoyed their experience.   



210 East Linebaugh Ave  

Tampa, FL  33612 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Tampa, FL 

Permit No 3571 

You are invited to have an engraved paver laid in the “Star Walk” that surrounds our Flag Pole area.  You may purchase a 
Red Brick Paver for $50 or a Commemorative “Gold” Paver for $100.  
 

Each brick measures 4x8 inches and will allow up to 3 lines of lettering; each line with 14-15 characters each.   
Spaces count as characters.    
                

Make your selection:      
 

Enter your text : 

                                                                 

  

              

          

          Name: ________________________________________Home Ph: ____________________Cell Ph:____________________ 

          Address: __________________________________________City: ____________________ State: _____Zip: ____________ 

          Email Address:________________________________________________________ 

 

                    Make your check for $50 or $100 payable to:  MORNING STAR SCHOOL     

                    ATTN:  STAR WALK                                                                                               

                                                             210 EAST LINEBAUGH AVENUE                                                                                     

       TAMPA, FL   33612-7423 

All proceeds benefit Morning Star School - Tampa.  

 

Line 1 _____________________________________________________________ 

Line 2 _____________________________________________________________  

Line 3 _____________________________________________________________ 

 Red ($50)            Gold ($100) 

Morning Star School Star Walk 


